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Health inequities are health inequalities socially produced, so
they are unfair and modifiable. Usually, they are distributed
following a geographical pattern. For this reason health dif-
ferences within cities have been frequently studied through
aggregated data, with special attention to the variations of
ecological indicators among urban areas.

In the last years, the impact of both personal and contex-
tual factors on individual’s health has received increasingly
attention. Within cities, this impact is studied through
disaggregated data, looking differences on health between
citizens that live in different urban areas. We invite authors
to submit original research and review articles that focus on
the description of the environmental, social, and economic
characteristics of urban areas as well as their impact on
human health, offering a wide forum for debate on urban
health inequities. Potential topics include, but are not limited
to:

• Spatial analysis of urban health inequities
• Multilevel analysis of urban health inequities
• Mapping of space-time patterns of urban disease
• GIS applied to research on urban health inequities
• Development of social and health indicators for urban

areas
• Health impact assessment in urban environments
• The effects of urban area characteristics (segrega-

tion, overcrowding, urban sprawl, traffic congestion,
housing shortage, environmental pollution, sustain-
able development, poverty, and unemployment) on
citizen’s health

• Statistical methods for urban health research
• Epidemiological designs, both individual and ecologi-

cal, for urban health research

Before submission authors should carefully read over
the journal’s Author Guidelines, which are located at
http://www.hindawi.com/journals/usr/guidelines/. Prospec-
tive authors should submit an electronic copy of their
complete manuscript through the journal Manuscript Track-
ing System at http://mts.hindawi.com/ according to the
following timetable:

Manuscript Due Friday, 6 July 2012

First Round of Reviews Friday, 28 September 2012

Publication Date Friday, 23 November 2012

Lead Guest Editor

Ricardo Ocaña-Riola, Andalusian School of Public Health,
Granada, Spain; ricardo.ocana.easp@juntadeandalucia.es

Guest Editors

Marc Saez, Research Group on Statistics Applied
Economics and Health (GRECS), University of Girona,
Girona, Spain; marc.saez@udg.edu

Ana Diez-Roux, Center for Integrative Approaches to
Health Disparities, School of Public Health, University of
Michigan, Boston, MA, USA; adiezrou@umich.edu

Margarita Taracido, University of Santiago de Compostela,
Santiago de Compostela, Spain; margarita.taracido@usc.es
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